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Congressional Update 

Hill Happenings: All eyes are on the federal budget; note this is not appropriations. The bill instructs the 

Appropriations Committee to find 2 trillion dollars in spending cuts.  

SAFE STEPS for Veterans Act Update: Introduced in the Senate, this legislation would establish a VA Office of 

Falls Prevention; House introduction coming soon. 

Medicare Patient Access and Practice Stabilization Act (H.R. 879): This impactful bill would eliminate the 

2.8% cut to all providers under the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule and provide an inflationary update. Please 

send your letter to your representative on this bill and encourage others to do the same. 

Locum Tenens: Recently introduced, the Prevent Interruptions in Physical Therapy Act (H.R. 1517) would 

expand locum tenens to all geographic areas.  

SAFE Act Introduction: The Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act (H.R. 1171) would create a new 

falls screening element to the welcome to Medicare and the Medicare annual wellness visits. 

State Payer Advocacy Resource Consortium Released: This is an improved resource center with tools 

regarding payment, appeals, denials, prior authorizations, etc.  

Executive Order Resource Coming Soon: FALs will have access to a new online APTA Community that will 

track executive orders and what they mean for the physical therapy profession. 

Telehealth Extension: We are hearing that Congress is looking to extend current Medicare telehealth policy 

through the summer, and that extension would include PTs as well as other provider groups. The telehealth 

flexibilities expire on March 31, 2025, so Congress needs to address this quickly. 

PTPAC Update 

Thank You for Your Support: We are post-election and beginning to attend fundraisers for members of 

Congress. If you know of any fundraisers in your local area that you or a Key Contact may be able to attend, 

please send them to Michael Matlack (michaelmatlack@apta.org) for consideration. 
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February 26, 2025, 8:00 PM ET 

The Zoom recording can be accessed here: https://apta-
org.zoom.us/rec/share/khJo5EzhpqRS3NFVSBwSRA3XtKf-
dI9koT0S_UX6UHji9TcWZ0Z_843guKlm346d.wQZtHnejD15wDnVp  
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Regulatory Update 

TriWest Update: On January 1, 2025, TriWest Healthcare Alliance (TriWest) became the contractor for the 

TRICARE West Region adding six states formerly in the East Region and resulting in significant challenges. In 

response, the Defense Health Agency (DHA) waived the requirement to obtain approval for referrals to outpatient 

specialty care for TRICARE Prime enrollees from January 1 – March 31, 2025. Providers do not need to submit 

referral or authorization requests for TRICARE Prime enrollees for outpatient care during the temporary waiver 

period and referrals issued are valid for services rendered through June 30, 2025. Additional information including 

how to contact TriWest is provided at TRICARE West Region Transition. 

Telehealth Access in 2025 and Beyond: As of February 7, we submitted a set of commonly used Physical 

Medicine and Rehabilitation codes to CMS for permanent use via the Medicare Telehealth Services List. This 

would allow PTs to bill these codes via telehealth if Congress makes PTs permanent telehealth providers. 

Section 504 Changes Lawsuit Update: APTA will monitor the status of the proceedings and submitted 

comments in support of the proposed policies. 

Grassroots Update 

Key Contact List Annual Review: All FALs should have received their 2025 Key Contact list. Please reach out 

to your Key Contacts and ensure they want to continue in the program and introduce/reintroduce yourself. We 

also would like to fill any gaps and Laura can send you a list of active APTA Advocacy Network members for 

outreach. Send updates by Friday, March 14. 

National Advocacy Dinner Season: This springtime advocacy offering for students will have resources for 

programs to plan their own National Advocacy Dinner. If you know of programs in your area, please make them 

aware of this activity and consider offering to be a guest speaker at a National Advocacy Dinner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next FAL call will be Wednesday, March 26 at 8:00 p.m. ET 

 

https://tricare.triwest.com/globalassets/tricare/provider/tricare-west-region-referral-waiver-approval-letter.pdf
https://tricare.mil/About/Changes/TRICARE-West-Region-Transition
https://www.apta.org/for-students/student-involvement/national-advocacy-dinners

