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Please share this with your component’s leadership and members 

 
U.S. Congress 
 

• U.S. House: On January 31, 2025, the Medicare Patient Access and Practice Stabilization Act of 
2025 (H.R. 879) was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives. This APTA-supported 
bipartisan legislation would provide an overall increase to the 2025 Medicare Fee Schedule's 
conversion factor by 6.62%. This would eliminate the 2.8% cut to the 2025 conversion factor 
impacting dozens of providers paid under the fee schedule that began on Jan. 1, 2025, and also 
provide an inflation adjustment to the 2025 conversion factor that would result in a payment 
increase to providers paid under the 2025 Medicare Fee Schedule for the remainder of the year 
beginning on April 1, 2025. APTA is advocating for this legislation to be included in the upcoming 
March legislative package that Congress must pass by March 15, 2025, or risk another 
government shutdown. 
 
The legislation was introduced by Representative Greg Murphy, R-N.C.; along with Jimmy 
Panetta, D-Calif.; Mariannette Miller-Meeks, R-Iowa; Ami Bera, D-Calif.; Raul Ruiz, D-Calif.; John 
Joyce, R-Pa.; Carol Miller, R-Wv; Raja Krishnamoorthi, D-Ill., Claudia Tenney, R-NY; and Kim 
Schrier, D-Wash. 
 

• U.S. House: On February 10, 2025, the Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act, or SAFE 
Act was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives. The APTA-supported bipartisan bill 
would make falls screenings, including those conducted by PTs, a regular part of both the so-
called "welcome to Medicare" visit, officially titled the Initial Preventive Physical Examination, 
and the Medicare Annual Wellness Visit. The new bill was introduced by Reps. Carol Miller, R-
W.Va., and Melanie Stansbury, D-N.M.  
 
The idea behind the SAFE Act is twofold: to reduce falls among older adults and, through that 
reduction, to decrease opioid use that often occurs after a fall injury. Specifically, the bill would 
ensure that beneficiaries who were identified by their physicians as having experienced a fall in 
the year prior to their Initial Preventive Physical Examination would be referred to a physical 
therapist for screening and preventive services. In addition, beneficiaries who've been enrolled 
in Medicare for at least a year and who choose to participate in an annual wellness visit 
(different from an annual physical) would be referred for a separate falls risk assessment and 
potential additional PT services if the annual wellness visit reveals that they've fallen within the 
previous year. The SAFE Act aligns with APTA's ongoing public policy priorities, one of which is 
expanding health benefits under federal programs, such as Medicare, to include coverage for 
preventive and wellness services provided by physical therapists to help reduce downstream 
costs. 
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https://miller.house.gov/media/press-releases/miller-stansbury-reintroduce-safe-act
https://miller.house.gov/media/press-releases/miller-stansbury-reintroduce-safe-act
https://www.apta.org/contentassets/cc09f5f4b98d47bd9028798a0f683058/apta_publicpolicypriorities_2025_2026_250131.pdf
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• U.S. House: On Wednesday, February 12, Rep. Andrew Clyde (R-Ga.) introduced a resolution — 
H. J. RES. 58 — for Congressional disapproval of the 2025 home health payment rule. Last 
November, the U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) unveiled its home health 
final payment rule for 2025.  The rule included an 0.5%, or $85 million, estimated aggregate 
increase to 2025 home health payments. It also included a permanent prospective adjustment 
of -1.975%. 

 
Federal Agencies 
 

• CMS: On Jan. 27, 2025, APTA submitted comments in support of the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services Contract Year 2026 Medicare Advantage proposed rule. If finalized, the rule 
would establish new regulations and clarify existing rules that would better limit Medicare 
Advantage plans’ from denying care that traditional Medicare would cover and pay for. 
Additionally, the proposed rule aims to improve transparency around MA prior authorization, 
and, if finalized, would provide a wealth of prior authorization data for each item and service 
paid by an MA plan. 
 

• Office of Management and Budget: On January 28, 2025, Disability & Rehabilitation Research 
Coalition sent a letter to the Office of Management and Budget expressing concern about the 
memorandum directing all federal agencies to pause federal financial assistance. The DRRC 
expressed alarm at the pause because these programs and activities are essential for people 
with disabilities including significant investments in rehabilitation and disability research. 
 

• CMS: On February 10, 2025, APTA submitted a set of codes to the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services for addition to the Medicare Telehealth Services List. If moved from Category 
3 to Category 1, these codes will be permanently available to physical therapists in order to 
provide telehealth services to Medicare patients. 
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• APTA-Backed Legislation on Falls Screening Returns to Congress | APTA 

• Congress Reintroduces APTA-Supported Legislation to Increase 2025 PFS Payment | APTA 

• APTA Top Advocacy Priorities Established for 2025-26 | APTA 

• Landmark BCBSA Settlement Submissions Now Open | APTA 

• Everything You Need to Know About Supervision | APTA 

• CMS Releases 2026 Medicare Advantage Proposed Rule | APTA 

• CMS Issues Temporary Regulatory Waivers in Response to Emergency Conditions in California | 

APTA 

• APTA National Advocacy Dinners | APTA 

https://www.congress.gov/119/bills/hjres58/BILLS-119hjres58ih.pdf
https://www.apta.org/article/2025/02/10/apta-backed-legislation-falls-screening-returns-congress
https://www.apta.org/article/2025/02/05/congress-reintroduces-apta-supported-legislation-increase-2025-pfs-payment
https://www.apta.org/article/2025/02/04/public-policy-priorities-2025-26
https://www.apta.org/article/2025/01/29/bcbsa-settlement-submissions-open
https://www.apta.org/apta-magazine/2025/02/01/everything-you-need-to-know-about-supervision
https://www.apta.org/news/2025/01/24/cms-releases-2026-ma-proposed-rule2
https://www.apta.org/news/2025/01/15/cms-waivers-in-response-to-ca-wildfires
https://www.apta.org/news/2025/01/15/cms-waivers-in-response-to-ca-wildfires
https://www.apta.org/for-students/student-involvement/national-advocacy-dinners

